RMS PTO MEETING MINUTES

November 9, 2011

RMS PTO President Sharon Gustenhoven welcomed attendees and called the meeting to order at 9:40am.

In attendance:  TJ Salutari, Deborah Schultz, Mary Mahakian, Sharon Gustenhoven, Michele Pangle,   Cara Spath, Marge Skinger, Cathy Sexton-Dale, Francesca Sergi Graziano, Beth Rosen, Jeanne Marie Hudson, Katie Satkowski.

Principal’s Report (Mr. TJ Salutari)

· Reported RMS Cross Country State meet has been rescheduled to Veteran’s Day, Friday 11/11/2011. Students will be leaving school at 6:45am and will return at 7:00pm. The meet cannot be changed due to time constraints. Students will be marked present for the day.

· Noted the 1st Marking Period will be extended out to Wednesday, November 16th, and as a result report cards will also be moved out to a later date.

· Recognizes parents/guardians access Power School throughout the Marking Period to review their child’s progress and grades, therefore the need for a paper copy progress report can be eliminated. As a result, paper will be saved and parents can readily access progress reports electronically. An Alert Now message will be sent and parents will be notified progress reports are available to view online. A survey will be sent home with the 1st Marking Period report cards to ask parents/guardians if they prefer receiving paperless progress reports. Survey results will ultimately determine whether paperless progress reports will be used in the future. It is optimistic at this time that paperless progress reports will be utilized.

· Parent Conferences are scheduled for Tuesday (11/15) and Thursday (11/17). A letter was sent home to parents/guardians if a conference is required for their child. A parent/guardian may request a conference if so desired, and may contact the school office to request a conference.

· The 8th grade Washington D.C. trip is planned for May 1st, 2nd and 3rd. At present, 130 parents/guardians have committed to have their child attend the trip. The total cost of the trip will be approximately $500 to $550. Deposits of approximately $300 will be due before the Winter Recess.  Paperwork will be sent home detailing deposit and insurance information.

· Reported a School Climate Committee incorporating a plan of action against bullying is now required by the state in every Connecticut school. Schools need to be more aware of bullying, including cyber bullying. A plan of action is required to be posted on the website by June 1st to communicate to parents the school’s anti bullying policy. Surveys will also be distributed to parents, students and teachers to ascertain their opinions in regards to school climate at RMS.

· Reported Dr. Sippy will be addressing the School Calendar at next Board Meeting (11/14) to decide how days will be made up if additional school days are missed. There is a total of 11 make up days built into the calendar, and at present, a total of 9 make up days have been used. Therefore, a decision will have to be made to either take additional make up days from April vacation or from the end of the school year in June. 

· Discussed Dr. Sippy will also address the Board in regards to the changing enrollment climate in region 15. Enrollment in Southbury has notably decreased and is anticipated to have 170 fewer students in 2020. Middlebury will see a slight increase. Therefore, a decision will have to be determined regarding enrollment decline. A decision has to be made by December 2012. The options include closing a grammar school, redistricting, adding full day kindergarten, and changing schools to K-2, 3-5 and 6-8. Please stay tuned for further information.

Vice-Principal’s Report (Mrs. Deborah Schultz)
· Happily reports despite the uncharacteristic start of the school year, due to weather and missed school days, the students are adjusting quite well 

· Required clarification for the Sandwich Club. Sandwich Club will have its 1st day on Thursday 11/10, and will meet every other Thursday. Approximately 300 sandwiches are made for food kitchen in Waterbury, and are delivered the next day on Friday. 
Teacher’s Report (Mrs. Mary Mahakian)

· Clarification needed in regards to Stop and Shop A+ Rewards. Teachers wondering if they may still sign up for the program. Sharon Gustenhoven affirmed teachers, parents, friends, etc. can still sign up for the program.

· Teachers were pleased with the Clothing Drive and its continued success.

· Teachers will be discussing a date to have the Annual Teacher’s Breakfast. Tentatively, a March 31st date will be discussed.

President’s Report (Sharon Gustenhoven)

· Reported Magazine Fundraiser was distributed during student lunch waves.

· Reports a total of $6500 has been collected for the annual Direct Donation Drive. Presently falls $1000 short of the anticipated goal.

· The Box Tops Collection will continue throughout the year. The 1st collection has been completed. Approximately $1000 is raised each year for RMS from Box Tops collection. 

· Pie Fundraiser will be held this year. Pies will be delivered before the holidays. 

· Noted the Annual Teacher Breakfast will be held in March. Anticipates a great success.

· PTO distributed money to be used to build a mini golf course for Physical Education. The Art and Tech Ed teachers and students will be building the course. Looking forward to seeing the results. 

· Clothing Drive will be held next weekend, 11/18 and 11/19. Additional Clothing totaling 60 bags was collected from UCC. A well received fundraiser by the school and public.

Treasurer Report: (Sharon Gustenhoven for Renee Bogdanffy)  

· Reviewed Cash Flow Statement dated 9/19/11 to 11/8/11.

· YTD Income/Expense report states and ending cash balance of 15,350.01. Report may be reviewed online at www.rochambeaupto.org. 

Secretary’s Report: (Katie Satkowski)

· Motion made to accept September Meeting Minutes. 

1st- Sharon Gustenhoven
2nd-Cara Spath

All Approved

Committee Reports:

· The Fall Book Fair (Jeanne Marie Hudson) – reported a successful book fair raising approximately $1000. A total of 45 vouchers of $5 each were distributed to students to purchase books, only 2 were not used. Noted a need for better advertising beforehand for next book fair. Also, suggested having book fair on nights in which parents attend school, for example, the Parent Open House Nights.

· Odyssey of the Mind, etc… (Marge Skinger) – reported program is having difficulty getting off the ground this year.  

Discussed the future possibility of a self defense class at RMS.  Further discussion will be held with Mr. Salutari in reference to a class.  

Noted students may bring snacks to school on early dismissal days.

· Fundraising (Cathy Sexton-Dale) 

Reported Pie Fundraiser will use Blue Jay Orchards to order pies. Orders will be taken 11/21 through 12/1. Pie pick up will be on 12/20.

Cookie Dough Fundraiser will be held in February. It will run for 2 weeks and will be distributed in March. PTO will realize a 40% profit on all pies sold. 

Fundraising Ideas – Fashion Show in April, Free Movie Night (will sell refreshments and food), also a Dinner Dance was suggested by Michele Pangle.

· Booster Club (Cara Spath)

Reported Booster Club is up and running. Still is looking for additional volunteers to work the booster snack closet each day.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:49 a.m.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 10, 2012, 7pm

Respectfully submitted,

Katie Satkowski, RMS PTO Recording Secretary

